Nepalese Carpets Exhibition at Harrogate
(Purna Man Shakya)

For last few years, the international market for the Nepalese carpet has not been satisfactory. With the advent of the 21st Century, the competition in the international market has increased which in turn has led to the decline in demand for the Nepalese carpet. The demand of the Nepalese carpet except in few European Countries is nominal. The Nepalese carpets are in fact having a lot of difficulties even in entering the market in several countries. One of the reasons behind the failure of Nepalese carpet is high cost and attractive promotional campaign done by the other carpet manufacturing countries i.e competitors. Now the time has come even for the Nepalese carpet weavers to put in extra effort to explore and exploit new markets. Nepalese carpet manufactures no doubt have already realized this and are working on it. The well wishers of Nepal in the international market and international institutions are also helping the carpet manufacture in this effort. We the Nepalese carpet weavers should take this positively and appreciate their help and goodwill. The exhibition of the Nepalese carpet at the Harrogate Floor Covering Show in England is one example of such goodwill.
This Exhibition organized and sponsored by British Wool Marketing Board with the view of promoting Nepalese hand-woven carpets was held from September 5 to 7, 2000 at Harrogate, England. A team of twenty Nepalese carpet manufacturers lead by Deputy Head of Mission at the British Embassy Mr. Andrew Mitchell had gone to Harrogate for this exhibition and twenty-two Nepalese hand- woven carpets made up of British wool were exhibited in the show. Though Harrogate Floor Covering Show is a very small exhibition compared to the Domotex Fair of Germany, it is one of the prominent carpet shows of England .The visitors are mostly English with very few foreigners. 
BWMB did put in a lot of effort for the promotion .An article had appeared in the local newspaper with the photograph of the Carpet Exhibition.
Though the immediate result is not very good, this exhibition will certainly go a long way in promoting the Nepalese carpet in the UK market.
Nepalese carpets currently make up only 2% of the total sales of carpets in England .It can be increased substantially with more promotional efforts. Nepalese carpets manufacturers need to do some serious thinking on this issue and the technical assistance of the Government is also indispensable for the success of this whole exercise.
(The author is vice-president of CCIA)

His Excellency Hosts Lunch

HE Ronald P. Nash, the British Ambassador hosted a lunch at his bungalow in Kakani on October 17, 2000 for the [image: image1.jpg]


Executive Committee of the NBCCI. President Mr. Rajendra Kumar Khetan, General Secretary Mr. Ashish Sengupta, Past President Mr. Hulas Chand Golchha, Mr. Sandeep Ghosh, Mr. Motilal Dugar, 
Mr. Rohini Thapaliya, Commercial Attaché of British Embassy Mr. P.G. Karmacharya, Office Manager 
Mr. Charan Gupta and Office Executive Miss Jyoti Shah were present on the occasion.
Those present conducted a brain touring discussion on future activities and directions for the NBCCI and the various partners.
	Payment of Annual Membership Subscription
All the members are requested to pay the annual membership subscription for the financial year 2057-58 (2000-2001) @ Rs. 4000.00 by way of an account payee cheque in the name of 'Nepal Britain Chamber of Commerce & Industry' to renew their membership at the earliest. The members who have not paid for earlier years too should add @ NPR 4000.00 per year as outstanding while making payments. This payment can be made at the Chamber's office at the British Embassy or at HISEF c/o Charan Gupta, Siddhi Bhawan, Kantipath, Nepal. Phone: 224188


